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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils enjoy coming to school. They show pride in their work and interest in
learning. Pupils find teachers to be kind and supportive. Pupils know that staff
expect them to work hard and do their best. All who work at the school have high
expectations of pupils, whatever their needs or circumstances. Pupils rise to meet
these expectations and achieve well.

The school is a calm and orderly place, focused on helping pupils to learn.
Occasionally, a very few pupils struggle to behave. Nevertheless, staff understand
their needs and help to manage pupils’ behaviour very well.

Pupils are safe in school. They trust staff to look after them and to deal with any
concerns quickly and without fuss. Bullying is rare. Pupils have a strong sense of
responsibility, so they report incidents if they see them happening. Staff make sure
that any suspected bullying is nipped in the bud.

Many parents and carers highlight the positive atmosphere in the school. They
particularly appreciate the way that the school enables each pupil to flourish. One
parent said: ‘The headteacher and the staff team make sure every child can shine in
one way or another.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The headteacher and senior leaders have built a culture of high expectations. All
staff fully support this. Parents are positive about the improvements that have
happened since the previous inspection.

Senior leaders are determined that all pupils will become fluent, enthusiastic
readers. They see reading as ‘central to everything’. Teachers choose exciting and
interesting books for reading lessons. Books and stories also enliven wider
curriculum subjects. For example, pupils in Year 5 used ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ to
understand about life for evacuees in the Second World War. Pupils enjoy reading.

The school’s curriculum covers the full range of subjects in the national curriculum.
Teachers sequence learning carefully so that lessons build on what pupils have
already learned in school. For example, pupils learn about the Mayans in Year 6.
Teachers first make sure that pupils revisit their earlier learning about the Romans.
This helps pupils to see the similarities and differences between the two civilisations.
Teachers use this same careful planning across the whole curriculum.

Senior leaders make sure that teachers have the expertise to teach a wide range of
subjects well. As a result, teachers make learning interesting and appealing to
pupils. This includes pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).
Teachers adapt lessons skilfully so that all can be involved.
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Pupils achieve well in a wide range of subjects, including reading and mathematics.
However, they achieve less well in writing. Pupils do not always transfer their
knowledge of grammar and punctuation to their writing. Leaders are aware of this
and have started to tackle this weakness.

Most pupils with SEND have their needs met well, and they achieve well. A few of
these pupils achieve less well because staff are not entirely clear about their exact
needs. Staff provide strong support for those pupils who may require additional
support to manage their behaviour. The number of fixed-term exclusions has
reduced considerably.

The school provides very well for pupils’ personal development. Staff know pupils
well. They look out for any worries that pupils may have and offer help and
encouragement when needed. Many parents highlighted this as a particular strength
of the school. Pupils behave well, and this helps them become successful learners.
Pupils enjoy a range of healthy, active opportunities and clubs. These include cross-
country, cheerleading and an annual ‘fun-mudder’ event. Every disadvantaged pupil
has access to at least one healthy after-school activity each week.

Pupils love taking on the many positions of responsibility in the school. The prefects
wear their red sweatshirts with pride. They carry out a range of jobs diligently.
Pupils understand, appreciate and respect difference in the world. They are very
clear that all people should be treated in the same fair way.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff understand how to look after pupils. This is because leaders make sure that
all who work at the school receive up-to-date training. Staff recognise and report
concerns, however small. They record anything that does not look right. This level of
vigilance permeates the school and makes sure that pupils are safe.

Pupils learn how to stay safe in a range of situations, including on the roads and
when online. They understand that people online may not be who they claim to be
and must be treated with caution.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B Pupils do not achieve as well in writing as they do in other subjects. They do not
systematically apply grammar and punctuation rules to their own writing. Leaders
recognise this and have started to make changes. Senior leaders should make
sure that pupils’ outcomes in writing improve.
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B Leaders understand the needs of most pupils with SEND, and they meet them
well. However, for a few pupils, staff have not reached a clear understanding of
their precise needs. Senior leaders should ensure that staff are equipped with the
tools and expertise needed to assess these pupils’ needs and thus enable these
pupils to make stronger progress.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you're not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.

Inspection report: Peel Common Junior School 4
1-2 October 2019


http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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Information about this inspection

We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

B Inspectors met with the headteacher throughout the inspection. They discussed
the design and implementation of the curriculum and how well it enables pupils to
achieve, the behaviour of pupils, and rates of attendance at school.

B Inspectors met with the chair of the governing body, together with four other
governors. They also had a meeting with a representative of the local authority.

B Inspectors considered reading, mathematics, geography and history in some
detail. They carried out linked activities to gather evidence about how well the
curriculum enables pupils to gain knowledge and skills. These included
discussions and meetings with senior leaders and the leaders of each of these
subjects. The lead inspector also met with the SENCo. Inspectors visited lessons
in all classes. Senior or middle leaders joined in these lesson visits. Inspectors
also spoke to pupils and teachers from these lessons and looked at pupils’ work.

Several pupils were heard reading.

B A range of documentation was considered as part of the inspection. These
included the school’s records and analysis of behaviour incidents. Inspectors took
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into account 52 responses to Ofsted’s Parent View survey, together with 33
written responses. There were no responses to the staff and pupils’ surveys.

B Inspectors carried out a range of activities to understand how well pupils are kept
safe in the school. Inspectors had a meeting with the headteacher and looked at
records relating to various aspects of safeguarding. This included looking at the
record of the checks carried out on people who work in the school. Inspectors
spoke to pupils, parents and staff throughout the inspection to consider their
views and understanding of safeguarding.

Inspection team

Bruce Waelend, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
Peter Dunmall Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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