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Introduction 
This charging policy has been compiled in line with DfES requirements as outlined in 
the ‘Charging for school activities’ advice document May 2018 and in accordance 
with s449-462 of the Education Act, 1996 and is regularly reviewed. 
 
The Governing body recognises the valuable contribution that a wide range of 
additional activities, including clubs, practical activities, trips and residential 
experiences can make towards pupils' personal and social education as well as 
enhancing their learning and broadening their knowledge and experience. 
The Governing body aims to promote and provide such activities both as part of a 
broad and balanced curriculum for the pupils of the school and as additional optional 
activities. 
 
Basic Principles 
No charge can be made for education during school hours. This includes materials 
and equipment. ‘School hours’ are those when the school is actually in session, and 
do not include the break in the middle of the day. 
 
 
Voluntary Contributions 
When organising school trips or visits that enrich the curriculum and 
educational experience of the children, the school invites parents to contribute 
to the cost of the trip to extend the value of school funds.  All contributions are 
voluntary and will not exceed the actual cost. If we do not receive sufficient 
voluntary contributions, we may need to cancel a trip or a visit. If a trip or visit 
goes ahead, it may include children whose parents have not paid any contribution. 
We do not treat these children differently from any others. 
If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or 
unable to make a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in 
the trip or activity. On occasion the school may pay additional costs in order to 
support the visit. Parents have a right to know how each trip is funded. The school 
provides this information on request. The facility for parents/carers to pay for trips by 
instalments is available. 
 
The following is a list of some of the additional activities organised by the school 
which may need voluntary contributions from parents.  This list is not exhaustive: 

➢ visits to the theatre or visiting theatre groups 
➢ school trips 
➢ musical events. 
➢ visiting groups providing curriculum enrichment. 
➢ guest speakers 

 
Exception 
There is an exception to the rule about not charging for activities in school hours. 
Charges may be made for teaching either an individual pupil, or pupils in groups of 
up to four, to play a musical instrument if the teaching is not part of either the 
National Curriculum or a public examination syllabus being followed by the pupil. 
 
Activities outside of ‘school hours’ 



The governing body reserves the right to charge the full cost to each pupil of 
activities which take place outside school hours deemed to be optional extras. 
 
Residential Activities 
If the school organises a residential visit in school time or mainly school time, 
which is to provide education directly related to the national curriculum, we do not 
make any charge for the education. However, charges are made to cover basic costs 
including board and lodging and activities.  
 
Breakages 
In cases of wilful or malicious damage to equipment or breakages, or loss of school 
books on loan to children, the headteacher in consultation with the Chair of the 
Governing Body may decide it right to make a charge. Each incident will be dealt 
with on its own merit and at their discretion. 
 
In case of financial difficulty parents should contact the headteacher. 
 


